
GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCES: 

WHAT, WHY, & HOW 

A Gay-Straight Alliance, or GSA, is a student-led and organized, 

non-curricular school club that aims to create a safe, welcoming 

and accepting school environment for all youth, regardless of 

one’s sexual orientation or gender identity.  A GSA brings to-

gether Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, questioning, and 

Straight students to address issues that affect us all, including 

harassment, discrimination, and bias.  A GSA allows these youth 

to build coalitions and community that can work towards mak-

ing safer school environments for all youth.  Most importantly, 

GSAs provide support for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or 

questioning (LGBTQ) identified students.  

What is a GSA? 
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DEDICATED to creating and ensuring a SAFE and 

nurturing environment for LGBTQ youth in 

FAMILIES, SCHOOLS, and COMMUNITIES so they can 

develop emotionally, physically, socially, and          

intellectually into HEALTHY ADULTS. 

Coalition 

Members 

For federally funded public schools, The 

Federal Equal Access Act of 1984 pro-

tects any GSA wishing to start if the 

school already has, or allows, non-

curricular clubs.  This Act further states 

that all non-curricular clubs must be 

treated equally and may not be denied 

due to their moral or political values. 

Equal 

Access Act 



Justice  Unity  Safety  Tolerance 

¶ LGBT students in 
schools with a 

GSA are signifi-

cantly more 

likely than stu-

dents in schools 

without a GSA to 

be aware of a 

supportive adult 

at school (84% 

compared to 

56%).  LGBT stu-

dents who report 

having suppor-

tive faculty and 

other school staff 

report higher 

grade point av-

erages and are 

more likely to 

say they plan to 

pursue post-

secondary edu-

cation than LGBT 

students who do 

not have suppor-

tive school staff. 
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¶ 75.4% of students 

heard deroga-

tory remarks 

such as “faggot” 

or “dyke” fre-

quently or often 

at school, and 

nearly nine out of 

ten (89.2%) re-

ported hearing 

“that’s so gay” or 

“you’re so 

gay”—meaning 

stupid or worth-

less—frequently 

or often. 

¶ Over a third 

(37.8%) of stu-

dents experi-

enced physical 

harassment at 

school on the ba-

sis of their sexual 

orientation and 

more than a 

quarter (26.1%) 

on the basis of 

their gender ex-

pression.  Nearly 

one-fifth (17.6%) 

of students had 

been physically 

assaulted be-

cause of their 

sexual orienta-

tion and over a 

tenth (11.8%) be-

cause of their 

gender expres-

sion. 

2005 National 

School Climate 

Survey 

Within the past year have felt sad or hopeless almost every day 

for two weeks ore more in a row, and as a result, stopped do-

ing some usual activities: 

¶ 26% of those who identified as heterosexual; vs. 

¶ 63% of those who identified as a sexual minority 
Within the past year made a plan about how to attempt sui-

cide:  

¶ 9% of those who identified as heterosexual; vs. 

¶ 44% of those who identified as a sexual minority. 
Have at some time in their life had sex: 

¶ 54% of those who identified as heterosexual; vs. 

¶ 83% of those who identified as a sexual minority. 
Used a condom (or partner used) the last time they had sex: 

¶ 69% of those who identified as heterosexual; vs. 

¶ 53% of those who identified as a sexual minority. 
Have at some time in their life been physically forced to have 

sexual intercourse when they didnõt want to: 

¶ 7% of those who identified as heterosexual; vs. 

¶ 33% of those who identified as a sexual minority. 

2005 Delaware Youth Risk 

Behavior Survey 

Why are GSAs important? 

The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network has published numerous 

documents regarding the importance of GSAs in ending discrimination, bias, 

and harassment in schools.  These include 2004 State of the States Report: The 

First Objective Analysis of Statewide Safe Schools Policies, and From Teasing to 

Torment: School Climate in AmericañA National Report on School Bullying, both 

of which can be found at glsen.org.  The information below is from the GLSEN 

Research Brief.  Please e-mail questions@justforyouthde.org for a full citation. 

¶ Students in schools with a GSA are less likely to hear homophobic remarks in school 
on a daily basis than students in schools without a GSA (57% compared to 75%). 

¶ GSAs are related to greater physical safety for LGBT students.  LGBT students who 
attend schools with a GSA are less likely than those schools without a GSA to report 

feeling unsafe in school because of their sexual orientation (61% vs. 68%) or because 

of the way in which they express their gender (38% vs. 43%). 

¶ Sexual minority youth (youth who identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual as well as 
youth who have same-sex romantic attractions or engage in same-sex sexual behav-

ior) in Massachusetts schools with GSAs were half as likely as those in schools with-

out a GSA to report experiencing dating violence, being threatened or injured at 

school, or missing school because they were afraid to go. 



Center know about your 

group, because they may 

know of other students who 

need the support of a GSA, 

or would be interested in 

supporting you. 

Next comes advertising: 

flyers, word-of-mouth, and 

announcements are all good 

ways.  If someone tears 

down your flyers, put up 

more.  Remember how im-

portant and supportive your 

visibility can be to someone 

else, whether they every 

come to a meeting or not. 

When you do meet, here are 

some tips: 

1) Have food! Everyone 

eats, and everyone 

loves free food. 

2) Establish ground rules, 

so that everyone be-

gins on the same page, 

and you set the tone for 

a safe, respectful, and 

confidential atmos-

phere. 

3) Plan for the future.  

Make an action plan— 

what goals does your 

group have?  What 

activities would you 

like to do?  What is 

your mission, and how 

can you achieve it? 

 

How do I start a GSA? 
For public schools, a Gay-

Straight Alliance is just like 

any other non-curricular 

club.  (See the first page 

“Equal Access Act” de-

scription!)  So to start your 

schools GSA, remember to 

follow your schools 

guidelines; find a friendly 

faculty advisor; and in-

form the administration 

about your plans. 

Once your group is offi-

cially created, find a loca-

tion— you may want to 

meet somewhere that is off 

the beaten path, making it 

easier for closeted students 

to comfortably attend.  Let 

your schools Guidance 

Counselor and Wellness 

To receive more 

information on 

starting, running, 

and maintaining a 

GSA, contact us at 

questions@justfo

ryouthde.org. 

We have 

activities, 

information, and 

a speakers’ 

bureau, all to 

support you! 
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For more information, contact JP at: 

1308 Delaware Ave., Suite 10 

Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

302-547-6629 

JP@justforyouthde.org 

www.JUSTforYouthDE.org 

Resources 

&  Ideas 


